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Designs on
the theory

Many experienced workers are hitting the books
to make things official, writes Sarah Thomas.
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fter 10 years working in the
Adesign industry, Jason Brown

thought it was time to
formalise his skills.

Having moved into design in his
early 20s after doing artwork for
bands, Brown carved out a lengthy
career despite having no formal
training or qualifications.

Brown became the full-time
group design and creative manager
after contract work at his present
company, the building and
engineering services firm Norfolk.
Then he decided the time was right
to study. “With the role I have taken
on at work, and with the
responsibility and major decision-
making, I just wanted to know that
those choices and decisions that
I'm making might be backed up
with training of some sort,” he says.

Brown, 38, started his master of
design course at Raffles College in
April and now devotes two evenings
aweek to his studies. While it was
daunting to return to education, he
says already he is discovering

subjects that he would not have on
his own, such as the history of the
design of the Australian banknotes.
Brown is currently writing an essay
about the designer of the notes,
Gordon Andrews.

“Tjust thought it was
fascinating,” he says.

“Prior to [the course] I never
would have thought that someone
was behind the design — they’re just
dollar bills that you use. But they
are actually quite beautiful.”

Raffles College runs the master
of design program as three full-time
semesters over 18 months or six
part-time semesters over three
years. The program has four
specialisations: digital media,
fashion design, graphic design and
interior design.

Brown’s job sees him heading up
design for the company, with a wide
range of responsibilities including
marketing materials, branding and
the company newsletter. He says he
hopes the course will improve his
skills, give him a greater

Eyes open... designer Jason Brown hopes study will widen his scope for his current role. Photo: Angela Brkic

understanding of formal theory and
expand his interpretation of design.

“It's more than just a certificate,”
he says. “It's what I hope to get out
of it. There is something that I
wanted to open up to me.”

The course is aimed at both
recent graduates and professionals,
including those without pre-
qualifications, returning to study to
further their skills.

Although Brown’s decision was
not influenced by the economic
downturn, Raffles College associate
professor Patrick Bernard says the
climate is influencing people’s

decisions to return to education.
“There’s alot of people who think
it’s an opportunity to spend time
upgrading a qualification, or
embark on studies when they’ve
gone straight into a job from high
school but find that there’s not

enough openings or opportunities,”

he says.

Bernard estimates about 30 per
cent to 40 per cent of the college’s
600 students have been out in the
workforce before starting a course.

He says education is one of the
few sectors unaffected by the
economic crisis as people are

looking to improve their prospects.
“People are highly motivated —
that’s [why] we are doing very well
at the moment. We are one of the
industries that is really thriving.”

Bernard says the college focuses
on sustainability in its programs.
“It’s built into all of our subjects,
whether it’s interior design or
fashion. And it’s not just awareness
but giving students the ability to
apply those ideas and principles as
designers themselves.”

The master of design program
costs $18,000 and has start dates in
July, October, February and April.

MBTI’ Certification in Sydney

Myers-Briggs Type Indicator” (MBTI®) certification is the ‘must have’
credential for every HR professional, providing the expertise to drive

success.
Applications:

M Leadership development
Iﬂ Conflict management
m Communication

] Team building
IZ Change management
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CPP Asia Pacific, the Australasian distributor of the Myers-Briggs”
suite of instruments, offers certification programs for a range

of world-renowned psychological instruments.

For sample reports or details of upcoming

programs, call Joady on 03 9342 1309,

email j.bye@cppasiapacific.com or visit

us at www.cppasiapacific.com
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NOW ENROLING

STUDY: AUDIO - FILM - ELECTRONIC MUSIC PRODUCTION
SYDNEY - BYRON BAY - MELBOURNE - PERTH - BRISBANE - ADELAIDE

WORLD CLASS FACILITIES * ESTABLISHED SINCE 1976 « OVER 50 LOCATIONS WORLDWIDE ¢ FAST TRACKED 2 YEAR DEGREES

INSTITUTE

www.sae.edu
Free call 1800 723 338

Eastern Suburbs Gommunity College

IF YOU WANT TO KNOW EVERYTHING, START HERE

o Abstract Painting o (apoeira e Digital Storytelling e Furniture Restoration  |ndian Banquet * Massage e Pottery o Tai Chi
o Alexander Technique o Car Maintenance e Documentary e Gardening e Indonesian o Meditation e Printing on Fabric o Tapas
» Baking o Card Making Filmmaking o German e Indoor Climbing ¢ Mime & Movement  Public Speaking o Tap Dance
o Ballet e Cartooning * Dragon Boating ¢ Glass Blowing e Interior Decorating e Mineral Make-up ¢ Rocket Science o Thai Cookery
¢ Ballroom/Latin Dance e Cert IVin Train/Assess * Drama o (lass Fusing o Internet * Mosaics e Running o Trapeze Skills
e Bass Guitar e Cheese Workshop e Drawing & Painting e Golf e Investment e Nightclub Latin Dance e Sailing e Thai Language
* Belly Dance * ChiKung e Dutch e Grammar and Editing o ltalian * Nutrition e Salsa and Tango o Thai Cookery
¢ Bollywood Dance o Chinese Brush Painting  ® English e Graphic Design e |talian Cookery * Qil Painting ¢ Singing o Tennis
* Boot Camp o Comfort Food e Event Management o Greek o Japanese * Opening a B&B o Small Business o Ukulele
* Booty Dancing  Costal Photography e Fabric & Fashion o Guitar  Japanese Cookery * Opening a Cafe or Development o Vegetarian Cooke
e Boxing for Fitness e Collage e Financial Planning ¢ Harmonica e Jazz Funk Dance Restaurant e Soccerfit . V'g P il
} e Brazilian Cookery o Collecting Art e First Aid o Hip Hop Dance o Jewellery Making * Parenting e Spanish . oice Fower
Ve o Brazilian Body o Comedy Writing * Flamenco Dance * Horse Riding o Kickboxing (Cardio) o Pasta o Stand-up Comedy Watercolor Painting
. - Conditioning o Computing: PC &Mac ~ © Floral Art o Horse Whispering o Knitting o Personal Development o Staying Strong: Over 50s © Web Design
« Bridge « Connecting with Others  © Foot Massage & o Hula Hoop o Laughter for Health « Photography . Seafood Cookery * Website E-Commerce
WI“TER TERM * Budgeting at Home * Cooking Essentials Reflexology * Ice Skating o Lawn Bowls o Pilates Floor Exercises * Wine Appreciation
* Buying Your First Home e Cosmology e French o |ELTS Preparation o Life Drawing o Portrait Painting . Swmg/Rock&RoII e Writing for Children
STARTS 3 A“G“ST o (Cake Decorating « Creative Writing e Funk Dance Workout o Importing and Exporting * Mandarin * Portuguese Dance * Yoga ...and much more

For course details or to enrol: www.escc.nsw.edu.au or call 9387 7400
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