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“WHERE IN THE WORLD
WILL A MACQUARIE DEGREE
TAKE YOUR CAREER?”
LORNA EVIO MASTER OF INTERNATIONAL BUSINESS

You’ll love Macquarie City Campus – it’s right 
in the middle of the CBD at Wynyard. The 
campus offers Master of Accounting (CPA
Extension), Master of International Business 
and Master of Information Technology.  
So, if you’re looking to improve your 
career options with a Macquarie postgrad 
qualification, contact the city campus on 
(02) 9964 6533 or visit www.city.mq.edu.au

Post graduate business education for the
international entertainment and music industries

MASTER OFARTS

For further details call Paul Saintilan on 02 9219 5432, email 
psaintilan@aim.edu.au or visit www.aim.edu.au/sohaim

The Australian Institute of Music and 
Sydney Opera House have formed a unique 
partnership to present the degree of Master 
of Arts Management. Lectures take place 
within Sydney Opera House featuring 
internationally renowned practitioners and 
academics. Enrolment can be full time, part 
time or on an individual seminar basis. 
Apply NOW as places are limited. 

MANAGEMENT

NotreDame...
A personal approach

Apply now for 2010

Arts & Sciences • Business • Education • Law
Medicine • Nursing • Philosophy & Theology

For more information contact the Prospective Students Office

Call: 02 8204 4404 or Visit: nd.edu.au

The University of Notre Dame Australia offers
a personalised approach to your postgraduate
studies: from interviews at application, to smaller
class sizes and easy access to academics.

Notre Dame has various postgraduate options in
the Schools of Nursing, Education and Philosophy
& Theology and Graduate Entry programs in the
Schools of Medicine and Law.

To discuss your future and experience the
community feel on our beautiful campuses, join
us at our Post Graduate Information Evening, 28th
October 2009, 6.30-8pm.
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SPECIAL REPORT

PROFILE MarzenaSzmigielska:masterofcommerce,RafflesCollege
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MARZENA Szmigielska studies at night,
works part-time and saves the weekend for
her six-year-old daughter and husband.

She says she hasn’t had a spare moment
since starting her master of commerce
last October.

Still, Szmigielska, who majors in
management at Raffles College of Design
and Commerce, manages to scores
distinctions. Her secret is not impeccable
time management, nor the drive to start her
own marketing business. She says it’s her
husband’s home cooking.

“I’m an organised person,” she says but
adds: “I have a very loving husband and
daughter and they keep me going.”

Szmigielska worked as a marketing
manager in Poland before moving to
Australia seven years ago. She had put her
plans of postgraduate studies aside until she
had perfected English and secured a job in
her new country.

Once settled, Szmigielska started
shopping around for a good course to help
her acquire the skills of running a small
business. But being a working mother, the
32-year-old had to find a college close to her
home and workplace, where she works 20
hours a week as a marketing supervisor.

Macquarie University was on the cards
before a friend who worked at Raffles
College told her about the postgraduate
degree in commerce. Szmigielska was sold.

Having completed her bachelor’s degree
in marketing in Poland, Szmigielska noticed
differences between the two countries’
higher education systems and structuring.

Back home there were no semester
breaks, a larger number of subjects and
no electives.

Szmigielska prefers studying in Australia
but there is one setback for her.

“There are less subjects to cover and more
flexibility — it’s much better,” she says. “But,
on the other hand, it is in another language.”

Szmigielska believes she may also be the
oldest in the class but says it’s no big deal.
She enjoys the class discussions and now has
little trouble keeping up with the language.

When exams and assessment deadlines
hit, life is a little less enjoyable but
Szmigielska has a simple formula to achieve
high marks.

“If you attend the class and focus on what
the teacher says, you should have no
trouble,” she says.

Set to graduate in April, Szmigielska
believes completing her masters is vital for
her to achieve her future goal.

She says choosing two subjects each
semester instead of three is manageable and
more beneficial for her learning.

“I try to take as much knowledge from my
course to later help me run my own
company,” she says.
SUSIE CAMERON


